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The Coverage Gap:  
A State-by-State Report on Access to Care 
 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) commissioned the State Health Access Data Assistance Center (SHADAC), 
located at the University of Minnesota School of Public Health, to develop a comprehensive state-by-state analysis on access to 
health care by people who do and do not have health care coverage. 
 
Using data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) – 
a national survey of preventive and health risk behaviors – the researchers analyzed health disparities between insured and 
uninsured adults. Using data from the U.S. Census Bureau Current Population Survey from 1994, 1995, 1999, 2000, 2004 and 
2005, they also looked at the number of Americans age 50-64 that are without health care coverage. 
 
The report is being released to launch Cover the Uninsured Week, the largest mobilization in history to promote health coverage 
for all Americans. This nonpartisan effort is being led by Presidents Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter and is endorsed by 10 former 
U.S. Secretaries of Health and Human Services and U.S. Surgeons General, appointed by both Republican and Democratic 
presidents. 
 
An estimated 1,000 public events will take place nationwide during the Week in every state and the District of Columbia. 
Activities are designed to encourage people to express their concern by instantly contacting a member of Congress through the 
campaign Web site, www.CoverTheUninsured.org. Event organizers will help enroll eligible adults and children in low-cost or 
free coverage programs, provide basic care and medical screenings, focus on the efforts of large and small businesses to 
provide health coverage, galvanize students on college campuses and engage various faith communities in speaking out about 
the need for solutions. 
 
The Coverage Gap, April 2006   
State Health Access Data Assistance Center (SHADAC) 
Embargoed until April 26, 2006 – 12:01 a.m. (ET) 
page 2
The Coverage Gap:  
A State-by-State Report on Access to Care 
 
In addition to RWJF, organizations sponsoring Cover the Uninsured Week include the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, AFL-CIO, 
Healthcare Leadership Council, AARP, United Way of America, American Medical Association, National Medical Association, 
American Nurses Association, Families USA, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association, America’s Health Insurance Plans, 
American Hospital Association, Federation of American Hospitals, Catholic Health Association of the United States, Service 
Employees International Union, National Alliance for Hispanic Health, The California Endowment, and W.K. Kellogg Foundation.  
 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation focuses on the pressing health and health care issues facing our country. As the nation's 
largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to improving the health and health care of all Americans, the Foundation works with a 
diverse group of organizations and individuals to identify solutions and achieve comprehensive, meaningful, and timely change. 
For more than 30 years the Foundation has brought experience, commitment, and a rigorous, balanced approach to the 
problems that affect the health and health care of those it serves. When it comes to helping Americans lead healthier lives and 
get the care they need, the Foundation expects to make a difference in your lifetime. For more information, visit www.rwjf.org.  
 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
P.O. Box 2316 College Road East and Route 1 
Princeton, NJ 08543-2316 
Phone (888) 631-9989 
 
The University of Minnesota's State Health Access Data Assistance Center (SHADAC) helps states monitor rates of health 
insurance coverage and understand factors associated with uninsurance. SHADAC provides targeted policy analysis and 
technical assistance to states that are conducting their own health insurance surveys and/or using data from national surveys. 
Information is available at www.shadac.org.  
 
State Health Access Data Assistance Center 
2221 University Avenue, Suite 345 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
Phone (612) 624-4802 
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Uninsured adults are more likely to go without medical care than 
insured adults. 
Figure 1: Percent of Uninsured and Insured Adults (18-64)































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Note:  Wording of this question changed from 2002 BRFSS. These results are not directly comparable to 2002. 
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey data. National estimates for 2004 do not 
include Hawaii, because 2004 data were not available.  
 
• Nationally, 41.1 percent of adults without health insurance coverage, compared to 9.2 percent of adults with health 
insurance coverage, were unable to see a doctor when needed due to cost in the past 12 months. 
• Uninsured adults in Kentucky, Oregon, and West Virginia were less likely to see a doctor when needed than uninsured 
adults in North Dakota, Montana, Wisconsin, and Nebraska. 
• The percent of insured adults unable to see a doctor due to cost is statistically less than the percent of uninsured adults 
unable to see a doctor due to cost in every state. 
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Uninsured adults are less likely to have a personal doctor or health 
care provider than insured adults. 
Figure 2: Percent of Uninsured and Insured Adults (18-64) 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey data. National estimates for 2004 do not 
include Hawaii, because 2004 data were not available. 
 
• Nationally, compared to 15.5 percent of adults with health insurance coverage, 56.8 percent of adults without health 
insurance coverage do not have a personal doctor or health care provider. 
• Uninsured adults in Minnesota, Arizona, Nevada and California were less likely to have a personal doctor or health care 
provider than uninsured adults in Maine, Pennsylvania, Vermont and Delaware.  
• The percent of insured adults without a personal doctor is statistically less than the percent of uninsured adults without a 
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Uninsured adults are more likely to report ‘poor’ or ‘fair’ health than 
insured adults.  
 
Figure 3: Percent of Uninsured and Insured Adults (18-64) 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey data. National estimates for 2004 do not 
include Hawaii, because 2004 data were not available. 
 
• Nationally, 22.5 percent of uninsured adults self-report a health status of ‘fair’ or ‘poor’ (versus ‘good,’ ‘very good,’ or 
‘excellent’), compared to 11.6 percent of insured adults. 
• Uninsured adults in Vermont, Alaska, Maryland and Wisconsin were less likely to self-report poor or fair health status than 
uninsured adults in Texas, California and Nevada. 
• The percent of insured adults reporting poor or fair health status is statistically less than the percent of uninsured adults in 
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Uninsured adults are less likely to receive preventive services than 
adults with coverage. 
 
Figure 4: Percent of Uninsured and Insured Adults  (Under 65) Not Receiving 






















Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey data. National estimates do not include Hawaii. 
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Uninsured women age 40-64 are less likely to have had a recommended 
breast cancer screening in the past two years. 
Figure 5: Percent of Uninsured and Insured Women (40-64) 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey data. National estimates do not include Hawaii. 
 
• Nationally, 50.8 percent of women 40-64 without health insurance, compared to 22.8 percent with health insurance, have 
not had a mammogram in the past two years. 
• Uninsured women age 40-64 in North Dakota, Idaho and Missouri were less likely to have had a mammogram in the past 
two years than uninsured women age 40-64 in Massachusetts, Connecticut and the District of Columbia. 
• The percent of insured women age 40-64 with no mammogram in the past two years is statistically less than the percent 
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Uninsured women age 18-64 are less likely to have had a recommended 
cervical cancer screening in the past three years. 
Figure 6: Percent of Uninsured and Insured Women (18-64) 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey data. National estimates do not include Hawaii. 
 
• Nationally, 24.6 percent of adult women without health insurance, compared to 12.2 percent of adult women with health 
insurance, have not had a Pap smear in the past three years. 
• Uninsured women in Iowa, Idaho, Oregon and Utah were less likely to have had a Pap smear in the past three years than 
uninsured women in Connecticut, Illinois and Alabama. 
• The percent of insured women without a Pap smear in the past three years is statistically less than the percent of 
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Uninsured men age 40-64 are less likely to have had a recommended 
prostate cancer screening test in the past two years.  
Figure 7: Percent of Uninsured and Insured Men (40-64) 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey data. National estimates do not include Hawaii. 
 
• Nationally, 76.3 percent of men 40-64 without health insurance, compared to 52.2 percent with health insurance, have not 
had a PSA test in the past two years. 
• Uninsured men age 40-64 in Minnesota, Delaware, Oklahoma and Arkansas were less likely to have had a PSA test in 
the past two years than uninsured men age 40-64 in Georgia, Virginia, Montana and Illinois. 
• The percent of insured men age 40-64 without a PSA test in the past two years is statistically less than the percent of 
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Uninsured adults age 50-64 are less likely to have had a blood stool test 
in the last two years. 
Figure 8: Percent of Uninsured and Insured Adults (50-64) 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey data. National estimates do not include Hawaii. 
 
• Nationally, 86.9 percent of adults 50-64 without health insurance, compared to 75.2% with health insurance, have not had 
a blood stool test in the past two years. 
• Uninsured adults age 50-64 in Texas, Nevada, and California were less likely to have had a blood stool test in the past 
two years than uninsured adults age 50-64 in Massachusetts, District of Columbia and Florida. 
• The percent of insured adults age 50-64 without a blood stool test in the past two years is statistically less than the 






















pril 26, 2006 – 12:01 a.m
. (ET) 
page 18





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 survey data. N
ational estim
ates 
do not include H
aw
aii. 
The Coverage Gap, April 2006   
State Health Access Data Assistance Center (SHADAC) 
Embargoed until April 26, 2006 – 12:01 a.m. (ET) 
page 19
Uninsured adults age 50-64 are less likely to have ever had a 
colonoscopy.  
Figure 9: Percent of Uninsured and Insured Adults (50-64) 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey data. National estimates do not include Hawaii. 
 
• Nationally, 74.2 percent of adults 50-64 without health insurance, compared to 50.5 percent with health insurance, have 
never had a sigmoidoscopy or colonoscopy. 
• Uninsured adults age 50-64 in Oklahoma, Idaho, and California were less likely to have ever had a sigmoidoscopy or 
colonoscopy than uninsured adults age 50-64 in Virginia, Georgia and New Hampshire. 
• The percent of insured adults age 50-64 without ever having had a sigmoidoscopy or colonoscopy is statistically less than 
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 Regional Comparison of 
Uninsured Adults 50-64 Years Old 




Number and Percent of U.S. Adults 50-64  
Without Health Insurance and by Region 
(Two-Year Average 1993-1994, 1998-1999, and 2003-2004) 








































Northeast 11.6% 798,996 11.5% 904,373  13.1% ^ 1,222,578 
Midwest 10.0% 801,145 10.4% 910,068  11.9% *^ 1,335,964 
South 15.8% 1,911,163 15.5% 2,241,250  16.9% 2,916,716 
West 14.9% 1,033,381 15.6% 1,318,676  15.9% 1,694,257 
United States 13.4% 4,544,685 13.6% 5,374,367  14.8% *^ 7,169,513 
        *Indicates statistical significant difference from 1993-1994 average at p<0.05 
         *Indicates statistical significant difference from 1998-1999 average at p<0.05 
Source: Compiled by the State Health Access Data Assistance Center (SHADAC), University of Minnesota School of Public Health, using data from    
the U.S. Census Bureau’s Current Population Survey 1994, 1995, 1999, 2000, 2004 and 2005. 
 
Note: In 2000, the Census Bureau added a verification question to the series of questions asked in the health insurance portion of the Current Population 
Survey. This change results in more people reporting that they have health insurance coverage compared to earlier years. In order to make the data 
comparable over time, data from the 2000, 2004 and 2005 Current Population Survey has been “unverified”, following the methods outlined by SHADAC 
in, “An overview of approaches to correct for the effects of the Current Population Survey health insurance verification item when constructing a time 
series,” available at www.shadac.org.   
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Appendix A:  Methods & Resources 
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Analysis for this report was done using The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 2004 Behavioral Risk 
Factor Surveillance System Survey Data (BRFSS Survey Data). The BRFSS is a national survey of preventive and health risk 
behaviors. It is a telephone survey normally administered in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, the Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico. The survey is administered to adults 18 years of age and older in all states and territories. However, the survey was 
not conducted in Hawaii for the full year in 2004; therefore, data are not included in this analysis. This report includes responses 
from 49 states and the District of Columbia for adults age 18-64. 
 
The BRFSS survey employs a disproportionate stratified sample design. All rates cited in this report are based on weighted 
estimates. The complex survey design is corrected for using Stata SE version 9.0 software. The overall (median) response rate 
for the 2004 BRFSS Survey was 41.2 percent. The sample size for our analysis of adults age 18-64 is 229,365 observations 
(weighted count of 181,994,301). Missing values were imputed using the hotdeck methodology in Stata SE 9.0. Data for which 
there are 50 or less unweighted observations within a state are not reported, as such a small number of respondents can 
generate imprecise and misleading estimates. All reported differences are significant at p<0.05. Additional information about the 
BRFSS is available at: http://www.cdc.gov/brfss.  
 
The BRFSS questionnaire was modified slightly in the state of California. Questions regarding health care were worded 
differently in California, which may have modest effects on the responses to these questions in this state. More information 
regarding the modification is available on request. 
 
The Current Population Survey is a monthly survey that the Census Bureau conducts for the Bureau of Labor Statistics to 
provide data on labor force participation and unemployment. As the official source of government statistics on employment status 
and income, data on health insurance coverage is collected through the Annual Social and Economic Supplement (ASEC), 
which was initially added to the CPS in March of each year and was expanded to February through April beginning in 2001. The 
CPS-ASEC is both nationally and state representative and has included approximately 78,000 households per year since 2000 
(U.S. Census Bureau 2002; Davern et al. 2003). The reference period for insurance coverage in the ASEC is the previous 
calendar year. The 2003 ASEC response rate was 85 percent and the data were collected through a combination of telephone 
and in-person modes using computer-assisted instruments (U.S. Census Bureau 2002). The 1994, 1995, 1999, 2000, 2004 and 
2005 ASEC data are used in these analyses. 
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The 2000 ASEC added a verification question to the series of questions asked in the health insurance portion of the Current 
Population Survey. This change results in more people reporting that they have health insurance coverage compared to earlier 
years. In order to make the data comparable over time, data from the 2000, 2004, and 2005 Current Population Survey has been 
“unverified”, following the methods outlined by SHADAC in, “An overview of approaches to correct for the effects of the Current 
Population Survey health insurance verification item when constructing a time series,” available at www.shadac.org. 
 
For more information regarding these tabulations, please contact the State Health Access Data Assistance Center: 
 
Web:  www.shadac.org  
E-mail:  shadac@umn.edu 
Voice:  612-624-4802 
Fax:  612-624-1493 
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Additional Information on State-by-State Data 
 
To select a single source of data for the state-by-state analyses conducted for Cover the Uninsured Week, SHADAC considered 
the availability of the following: 
• Consistent and timely data from all 50 states and Washington, DC 
• Large annual sample sizes in all states 
• Health care coverage measures 
• Health care access measures 
• Data on children 
• Data on adults aged 18-64 
 
The two surveys that scored the highest on those criteria were the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Behavioral Risk 
Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) survey and the Census Bureau's Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (CPS-ASEC). Both surveys produce estimates of health care coverage for all 50 states and Washington, DC. The 
CPS-ASEC, however, has a smaller sample size of 18-64 year olds (in most states and for the nation as a whole) and does not 
measure health care access. The BRFSS met all of the above criteria except having data available on children in all states and 
Washington, DC. SHADAC researchers, therefore, chose the BRFSS for their analysis because it includes health care access 
items which are crucial for the analysis. 
 
Our choice of survey impacts our point estimates of the percent and number of people with particular characteristics such as 
health care coverage, health care access, and health care utilization. Despite the differences, the significant findings do not often 
vary by survey. Further information on this subject is available by contacting SHADAC by e-mail (shadac@umn.edu) or by phone 
at 612-624-4802. 
 
The BRFSS asks a single, general question about the respondent's health care coverage at the point in time s/he is interviewed: 
• Do you have any kind of health care coverage, including health insurance, prepaid plans such as HMOs, or government 
plans such as Medicare? 
1010 Wisconsin Avenue N.W. • Suite 800 • Washington, DC 20007 • 202.572.2928 • Info@CoverTheUninsured.org 
www.CoverTheUninsured.org
